(02°49-51′N, 104°02′E) off the east coast of Peninsular Malaysia (Fig. 1a-c) . The fringing reefs have no distinct reef crest separating the inner and outer reef zones and the reef flat is ca. 2-6 m. We identified the species to A. erythraea following Ueda (1997) which include morphological features such as both the female and male have a strong spine at each corner of the posterior metasome segment, female have two spines on the first segment of the antennules, and male have a pair of spinules at the posterodorsal segment of the third urosomite. In our specimens, translucent blue pigmentation Fig. 1 Blue-pigmented copepod Acartia erythraea, collected at Tioman Island, Malaysia. a, female; b, female (lateral view); and c, male. Scale bars＝500 μm. Pictures a and b were taken using white LED light and c was taken using halogen white light.
could be seen throughout the whole body, especially the swimming legs and the pos teriolateral edges of the prosome. This blue Acartia is a common zooplankton in the reef environment and their abundance ranged 0 to 27 inds. m (Yoshida et al. 2012 ), but did not find any blue specimens of both species. Although the reason for the blue color in A. erythraea in the present study area is unknown, it may act to provide concealment from visual predators (i.e. animal color matches the background) and/or protection against UV radiation (Herring 1965 , Hairston 1976 ).
